
Frequently Asked Questions

What is the timeline for raising trout in a classroom?

The general timeline for TIC in Michigan is that classrooms set up coldwater tanks and submit their permit in September, get salmon eggs in the second or third week in October to the second or third week in November, and raise the salmon over the school year.  Depending upon water temperature the fish will begin to hatch in 6 to 8 weeks.  Salmon are born with a yolk-sac on their undersides and absorb the protein filled fluid for approximately on month until they “botton-up”.  Their yolk sac will slowly dissolve and they will need to be fed fish food.  The fingerlings are then released in the spring, normally the second or third week in May into appropriate streams and rivers.  It is important to note that some states work on slightly different timelines; it depends on local climate and the species of trout you raise.

What type of trout do classes raise?

In Michigan, the DNR currently supports classes raising salmon with both eggs and food.  Salmon eggs for the program are provided to teachers by the Wolf Lake Fish Hatchery in Mattawan, the contact is Matt Hughes (hughesmw@michigan.gov or by phone at 269.668.2696).  Contact Matt a week prior to your arrival to schedule a pickup day for eggs, and bring your collectors permit, gallon sized Ziploc baggies, and a cooler with ice to keep your eggs cold during transport back to your classroom.  Many factors affect the type of trout a class can raise.  Different states have different native species, as well as different regulations as to what is permitted.  To find out what is available to you, check with your state’s Department of Fish and Wildlife or with your local chapter of TU.

What type of permits are needed?

Every single teacher involved in raising salmon in their classrooms are required to have their own Scientific Collectors Permit to participate in this program.  For organizations other than schools, a “Public Waters Stocking Permit is required for any fish stocking within the State of Michigan.  Permit applications should be submitted 4 to 6 weeks prior to picking up your eggs at the hatchery.  A copy of the approved permit will be required to receive your eggs from the hatchery.

Scientific Collectors Permit Form

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/cultural_scientific_collector__permit_PR8114_25509_7.pdf
Online Application:  This is a very quick and easy process, simply visit the website at www.michigan.gov/dnr In the upper right corner, click on “Online Services” box

Scroll down to “State Agencies Online Service List”

Click on “Natural Resources Department of (DNR)”

Under the first title, “Fish and Wildlife”, click on Cultural or Scientific Collectors Permit.

Scroll down and click on “apply online”.

Public Waters Stocking Permit (not required for teachers)

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/PrivateFishStockingPermitProcess_49511_7.pdf
What kind of equipment  is needed?

The tank set-up includes a UV sterilizer, filter, pump, aeration device, and a chiller.  Then, many other smaller items for tank maintenance are also required.  We provide a full list, from which to work.  Keeping this equipment clean is important and easy to do at the end of each year.

Where is equipment available?

Most of the equipment is available at aquarium stores and pet stores.   While the chiller is not a common item, many aquarium stores carry an appropriate model. 

How much does TIC cost to do?

TIC has a large initial cost, but then maintenance is very inexpensive.  The chiller is the most expensive item on the list, amounting to more than half the total of the $1000 needed for a set-up

What care do trout require?

Preparing for and maintaining a trout tank is a fairly straightforward process.  The tank must be up and running about thirty days before the trout eggs can be placed into the tank.  Then, once the eggs are in, maintenance is simply a matter of making sure that all the different pieces of equipment are working properly.  Daily monitoring of nitrogen levels and pH indicates when water should be changed.

Do you feed the trout?

Most programs do feed their trout, once the alevins have used up their yolk sacs and risen from the hatching basket.  The key to raising trout is feeding them as little as possible, because feeding creates waste.  It becomes harder to maintain a clean environment for the trout.  A feeding guide is available.  

Where is food available?

Michigan teachers can get trout food from Michigan DNR Classroom Coordinator, Maureen Jacobs (jacobsme@michigan.gov or phone 231.347.4689).  The food is available in December, but it can spoil quickly.   Contact Maureen Jacobs to determine how to pick up the food.  The amount of food needed is very small, and some hatcheries are willing to give a classroom the portion of food they would need.

Do the trout have to be fed?

Some programs successfully raise trout without feeding them.  The key is maintaining a low water temperature, which slows growth.  Contact Rochelle Gandour (rgandour@tu.org) for more information about this method.

Can I raise trout this school year (2005-2006)?

It is too late to start the TIC program this year.  Now is a good time to secure funding for 2006-2007. 

Where is funding available for TIC?

Sources of funding abound.  First of all, PTAs (and sometimes school boards) are often eager and willing to help establish such an engaging school project.  Local businesses, especially outdoor sports or angling businesses, might sponsor a school or two in their towns.  State and local environmental agencies can usually offer support, in one form or another, through their education departments.  Finally, foundations, conservancies, environmental organizations, and local watershed associations are often looking for innovative projects (such as TIC) to fund.

Does Trout Unlimited (TU) fund TIC set-ups?

At this time, Trout Unlimited National (TU) does not directly provide funding for tank set-ups.  Funding for set-ups may be available from your local TU Chapter.  For the 2006-2007 school year, the Schrems West Michigan Chapter of Trout Unlimited will support up to $1000 in setup costs for up to two schools.  To apply for setup funding, please submit your application to info@swmtu.org by June 1st each year.

Who do I contact for more information?

Rich Steketee (richstek@gmail.com)  is the Schrems WMTU TIC Coordinator for Grand Rapids and the surrounding area.  Teachers may want to contact the Michigan DNR Classroom Coordinator Maureen Jacobs (jacobsme@michigan.gov or phone 231.347.4689).  Another source of information is the TU web site at http://www.tu.org/site/pp.asp?c=7dJEKTNuFmG&b=404755.

