Salmon in the Classroom 
~ Fall 2006 ~
Program Guidelines
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Three things to determine before enrolling in the 2006 program are:  

· Do you have the correct equipment for rearing salmon?

· Can you collect salmon eggs from a participating state hatchery or state weir?

And most importantly!
· Can you pick up fish food at a state fish hatchery in December?  Or can your school pay for shipping?
The State is no longer paying for shipping charges or personally dropping off fish food for teachers.

Participation Guidelines:
1.  Obtain all necessary equipment:

Chiller – Required, the eggs will not survive without this -quite easily the most expensive piece of equipment to obtain.  These range from $500.00 -$1000.00 

50 Gallon aquarium or larger
Filter system, undergravel and biofilers.
Nets

Buckets

Gravel

There are a variety of aquariums systems such as closed systems, open systems and combos, along with pros and cons with each.  Many teachers have innovative ideas and information on chillers and are happy to assist.

2. Complete and submit a MDNR Cultural or Scientific Collectors Permit – Required for fall 2006.

This is a very quick and easy process, simply visit our website at www.michigan.gov/dnr
In the upper right corner, click on “Online Services” box

Scroll down to “State Agencies Online Service List”

Click on “Natural Resources Department of (DNR)”

Under the first title, “Fish and Wildlife”, click on Cultural or Scientific Collectors Permit.

Scroll down and click on “apply online”.
You may also choose to print off and mail your permit.
     
Apply for your permits 4-6 weeks prior to picking up your salmon eggs at a hatchery or weir.

All teachers raising salmon are asked to acquire their own permits fall, 2006.  We ask that you do not share permits with anyone.  In early September, walk your students through the permit process.  It’s a wonderful teacher tool for promoting natural resources stewardship!
3. Picking up salmon eggs
There are two general sites to obtain eggs, at a state fish hatchery or a state weir.  

Hatcheries which provide eyed eggs are:

Thompson State Fish Hatchery, Manistique, MI. 
Tom Tighe, Biologist:  Phone:  906-341-5587  Email:  tighet@michigan.gov
Platte River State Fish Hatchery, Beulah, MI.

Janice Sapak, Biologist:  Phone:  231-325-4611  Email:  sapakj@michigan.gov

Wolf Lake State Fish Hatchery, Mattawan, MI.

Matt Hughes, Biologist:  Phone:  231-269-6896  Email:  hughesm@michigan.gov
From our Hatcheries, eggs are usually ready to take during the 2nd full week of November.  This is subject to change based on environmental conditions and ripeness of female salmon.

Weirs which provide green eggs are:

Little Manistee Weir, Manistee, MI

Swan River Weir, Rogers City, MI

From our Weirs, eggs are ready to take during the 1st and 2nd weeks of October.  This is also subject to change based on the above conditions.

A.  Contact your local biologist a week prior to your arrival at a weir or hatchery.   Ask the biologist what day is best to arrive 
to obtain eggs, and very importantly, the approved location to stock your fish the following spring.  
B.  Bring your collectors permit, gallon sized Ziplock baggies, and a cooler with ice to keep the eggs cold during your drive back home.
4.  
Obtaining fish food   Teachers are responsible for getting their own food.
Depending on water temperature the fish will begin to hatch in 6-8 weeks.  Salmon are born with a yolk-sac on their undersides and absorb the protein filled fluid for approximately one month until they ‘botton-up’.  Their yolk sac will slowly dissolve and they will need to be fed fish food.

Fish food will be shipped from Oden Hatchery in December to all 6 state fish hatcheries:


Wolf Lake Hatchery – Mattawan, MI (Kalamazoo area)

Harrietta Hatchery – Harrietta, MI (Cadillac area)

Platte River Hatchery – Beulah, MI (Traverse City area)

Oden Hatchery – Alanson, MI (Petoskey area)

Thompson Hatchery, Manistique, MI (Southern U.P)

Marquette Hatchery, Marquette, MI (Northern U.P.)

If you cannot drive to obtain the fish food at one of the state fish hatcheries, you must make arrangements with your school 


Principal or school secretary to have the shipping charges billed to the school.  FedEx or UPS are commonly used.  Talk to 


your school administration on how that can be accomplished.

MDNR employees cannot hand deliver your fish food, it is your responsibility to call Maureen Jacobs in December when it is ready.  The fish food spoils easily.  December is the month to claim your food.  
Please contact Maureen Jacobs at 231-348-0998 when you will need fish food every December.  Maureen will work with you to arrange shipment.  
      5.  Stocking your salmon      

Stocking your salmon takes place in spring when you wish to arrange your class trip to a river.  Where you stock is approved by the Fisheries Division.  
6. Supplemental Learning for your students

In addition to egg collection, feeding, rearing, and release, bring your students on a hatchery field trip!

If you are located in the southern part of Michigan, Wolf Lake Fish Hatchery Visitor Center in Mattawan implements year-round free programs for students.  Call Shana McMillan for details at 269-668-2876.

If you are in the northern lower peninsula, Oden State Fish Hatchery in Alanson, and Platte River State Fish Hatchery in Beulah implements year-round free programs for students.  Call Maureen Jacobs for details at 231-348-0998.  Off-site classroom visits are also options in parts of the state.

The MSU Extension Project F.I.S.H. (Friends Involved in Sportfishing Heritage) is another wonderful resource for educators.  Check out their website at: www.projectfish.org for details.  
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